
READ-WRITE-SING-PLAY-TALK TO RAISE READY READERS 

Reading is essential to school success.  Children who start school ready to learn to read have an 

advantage.  They will have an easier time learning to read when they start school, and are more 

likely to have greater success throughout their school years. 

Learning to read begins long before children start school.  Research shows that early childhood 

experiences have a great impact on a child’s ability to learn language and literacy skills.  

Children who grow up in a stimulating environment where parents and other caregivers talk and 

read to them are more likely to become fluent readers and eager learners. 

Parents and caregivers are in the best position to help young children develop the language and 

skills they need to be ready to learn to read.   

 Parents know their children best and can help them learn in ways and at times that are 

easiest for them. 

 Young children have short attention spans.  Parents and caregivers can engage children in 

language and literacy activities for short bits of time throughout the day. 

 Children learn best by doing—and they love doing things with the people they love best. 

There are five familiar and easy-to use practices parents and caregivers can use to help young 

children develop language and other early literacy skills in the years before they start school. 

 Reading:  Reading together is the single most important way parents and caregivers can 

help children get ready to learn to read.  It helps children learn how print looks and how 

books work.  As adults interact with children, talking about the pictures and words and 

asking children what is happening and what they think will happen next, children learn 

new words and concepts and increase their general comprehension.  Shared reading can 

also make reading fun!  Children who enjoy being read to are more likely to be 

enthusiastic about learning to read themselves. 

 

 Talking:  Young children learn language by hearing it.  As adults talk with young 

children throughout the day, children learn about the world around them.  This general 

knowledge will help children understand the meaning of what they read when they are 

older.  Responding to what children say, and extending the conversation by adding new 

words, will also stretch their vocabularies. 

 

 Singing:  Singing slows down language and helps children hear the smaller sounds that 

make up words.  Whether it’s the alphabet song and nursery rhymes, or just songs made 

up about what children are doing, singing is a wonderful way to help children learn 

language. 

 



 Writing:  Reading and writing go together.  Writing begins with scribbles.  As children 

grow older, they can begin to learn some of the letters (letters in their names are good 

starting points).  Writing captions on pictures children draw is another way to help 

children learn the connection between words and print. 

 

 Playing:  Children learn a lot about language through play!  Play, especially unstructured, 

imaginative play, helps children think symbolically so they learn to understand that 

spoken and written words can stand for real objects and experiences.   

 

Local libraries offer many resources to parents and caregivers to help them prepare their children 

to be ready to learn to read.   

 

 Books (to read at the library or to check out) 

 Children’s music CD’s (to listen to at home) 

 Toys (for play in the library) 

 Help finding books and information 

 “Story Times in a Bag” (books, music, puppets or flannel boards and figures, and more 

that caregivers can use for one-on-one literacy-rich story times) 

The Mesabi East School district also offers resources to families to help them prepare children to 

be ready to learn to read. 

 Head Start classes for children and resources for parents whose families meet certain 

guidelines 

 Early Childhood Family Education classes for children and families 


